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Communications. 





FOR THE NATIONAL RECORDER. 


In the Recorder of to-day wiil be found 
a comparative statement of the manufac- 
tures of Pittsburgh in the years 1815 and 
1819, by which it appears, that the value 


of goods manufactured there during the | 


latter, is not quite one-third of the amount 
made during the former year, and the 
number of hands employed has diminished 
in nearly the same ratio. Of the branches 
enumerated, the cotton, wine, queens- 
ware, pipe, and linen factories have stop- 
ped. Those in which the diminution has 
been greatest, are the steam engine, iron 
and nail, glass, tin, and copper factories ; 
while in the others generally there has 
been a diminution of from one-half to one- 
third. ‘These estimates are made for two 
extreme periods of prosperity and depres- 
sion, of which the former was perhaps 
more artificial, and not more permanent 
in its nature than the latter will be found 
to be. It is worthy of remark, that the 
depression has extended to artic’>s in 
which there can be no foreign competition, 
which argues that it arises from the gene- 
rally depressed state of business. On 
many articles it has been excessive, ow- 
ing, I suppose, both to foreign and domes- 
tic competition, and to the over-propor- 
tion of capital employed in those branches. 

This state of things is not confined to 


Pittsburgh nor to manufactures: it extends | 


over the country, and to all branches of 
industry—to agriculture, commerce, and 
manufactures. What is the cause and 
what is the cure, are questions which can- 
not be too carefully investigated. The 
depression may be stated to have its origin 
in our former undue, and extraordinary 
prosperity ; the immense wealth brought 
in by our carrying trade causing habits of 
luxury which pervaded almost the whole 
community, and the great amount of arti- 
ficial capital in the shape of banking com- 
panies, which more than doubled in a few 
years our circulating medium, and induced 
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extravagant speculations, and immoderate 
prices for lands and merchandise. Wheng 
commerce was restored to its old channels 
and diffused over the world, like a stream 
which, after being long confined by nar- 
row dykes, is suddenly let loose over a 
field, it left bare (to carry on the simile) 
many spots which it had formerly wa- 
tered. The equilibrium which a free 
commerce naturally tends to produce, by 
lessening the trade of those nations that 
possessed an undue share, is also pro- 
duced in respect to the prices of labour. 
Those nations where labour is cheapest, 
can afford to sell their products cheapest, 
and will drive from the markets nations 
where it is dearer; so that these nations 
must lower the prices of their goods, that 
is, lower the price of labour or quit the fo- 
reign market. This diminution will lower 
the price of food, clothing, land, and the 
interest of money, for these things have a 
mutual and inseparable dependence upon 
each other. The tendency of a general 
peace and universal commerce of long 
continuance will therefore be to equalise 
the price of labour throughout the world, 
lowering it in some states and raising it in 
others. With us it has been too high and 
it must naturally fall. A period of falling 
prices is always one of more or less dis- 
tress, which bears hard upon all classes of 
society excepting monied men. A serious 
question arises: Can we, by any legisla- 
tive measures, that will not be injurious to 
the community, prevent this depreciation? 
No effort of ours can make foreign nations 
pay more for our wheat than other nations 
will sell it for; and as we can always 
raise more than we consume, our price 
will be regulated by the price abroad, 
which will of course regulate the value of 
land and labour. No efforts of ours can 
force foreign nations to give us their car- 
rying trade at a higher rate than they cau 
carry for themselves; so that, here also 
we can only succeed by working cheaper. 
But our manufactures, say some, are un- 
dermined by foreign competition, and if 
we encourage them at home by heavy du- 
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ties on foreign goods, we shall raise up 
consumers for our produce and find em- 
ployment for our capital. Admit that the 
prohibiting duties be laid, and what will 
be the consequence ? The Pr ice of wheat 
abroad, for itis not denied that we shall 
even thus raise more than for all our wants; 
will still regulate that at home, and _ this 
barometer of the price of labour will not 
be afiected unless unfavourably by the pro- 
hibition. The capital thrown out of com- 
merce will be turned to manufactu: res3 a 
» domestic competition will arise; and the 
prices of goods, being regulated by the 
price of labour and mater ial, will fall to 
that equilibrium with what obtains in 
other nations, which a free unshackled 
commerce would have produced. So that 
all this violent derangement of the trade 
«and business of the ceuntry will terminate 
in the same point as regards the price of 
labour. And for what good purpose shall 
we attempt to force the ‘national industry? 
Our present difficulties are mainly caused 
by the too high prices of property and la- 
bour. Any attempt to keep these at an 
artificial height, must be as futile as to at- 
tempt to pile up the waters of the ocean, 
The manufactures which cannot thrive 
because of the high prices of labour must 
decay. We may pity the individuals who 
have invested their capitals in such enter- 
prises, but we ought not for their sakes to 
deviate from sound maxims of policy. 
Upon this subject I must say, that there 
is a deal of misrepresentation and idle 
clamour. ‘The manufacturers speak as if 
they were not encouraged or protected, 
and as if they were the only sufferers: 
neither of which is true. The greater 
part of the whole revenue of government 
is a real bounty upon manufactures. Of 
protection they have, compared with agri- 
culture and commerce, their full share. 
But this, it seems, is not enough to satisfy 
these gentlemen. 
“ Think nothing gained, he cried, while aught 
remains 
On Moscew’s walls, till Gothic standards fy, 
And all be mine beneath the polar sky.” 


The farmer and the merchant suffer as 
much as the manufacturer, but neither of 
them ask for exclusive privileges. Neither 
is it true that manufactures are generally 
ruined. A few branches to be sure, are so: 
but these are branches to which heavy 
bounties in the shape of duties on the fo- 
reign articles are granted. If they cannot 
live, buoyed up as they are, it may safely 
be said that the industry and capital of the 





tEMARKS ON THE DEPRESSION OF MANUFACTORIES, 


country can be more profitably occupied. 
A vast variety of manufactures, on the 
contrary, are flourishing and increasing— 
supply our own demand and furnish a sur- 
plus for exportation. Others will arise, as 
the sagacity of individual interest suggests; 
and we may be assured that the protection 
which government so liberally grants, will 
not be withheld when it is either equitable 
or wise to give it. 

As to the fears which are entertained of 
national ruin from our present course of 
policy, they are groundless and absurd. 
No community of free, unshackled, and 
industrious citizens, ever was, or ever can 
be impoverished by being let alone. ‘There 
is an appetite for wealth in such a body, as 
sure and as sagacious in obtaining its wants, 
as the instinct of animals. ‘The enormous 
influx of foreign goods, is an evil that is 
already on the wane, a mere point in our 
commercial history, and must destroy it- 
self. The pelicy which is so much extoll- 
ed, of exclusive protection of manufactures, 
is doubtful as to its wisdom. It has pro- 
duced in England, where alone it has been 
fully tried, evils, more than commensurate 
with its benefits, and bids fair to prostrate 
both the freedom and virtue of that once 
happy country. The examples which are 
adduced from Spain and Por tugal have no 
practical bearing on the question here. For 
the industry of those countries has always 
been shackled; the prosperity which is 
boasted of, was the prosperity of a few; 
and the evils which are so bitterly depre- 
cated, have a sufficient cause in tlie blind- 
ness, the tyranny and superstition of the 
Spanish eovernment. As to the stories 
which are circulated respecting companies 





eoods into our market, to destroy our Own 
fabrics, they are unworthy of a refutation. 
' Candid men who have every opportunity 
of information on the spot, k now nothing 
of such a combination ; and j if it did exist 
to any extent, a few years of perseverance 
in such a course would swallow u p the 
greatest fortunes in England. 

“A PENNSYLVANIAN, 





“Gerard. 











Sixteenth Congress. 


FIRST SESSION, 

SENATE. 
Jan. 11.—Mr. Johnson, of Kentucky, laid on 
the table a resolution proposing an inquiry inte 
the expediency of making further provisions for 





in England to force partic ular kinds of 
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CONGRESS. 


cue amelioration of the condition of the Indians, 
aad for securing the peace of the frontiers. 

Jan. 12.—Mr. Smith, of S. C. from the com- 
mittee on the judiciary, reported a bill to esta- 
blish an uniform system of bankruptcy through- 
out the United States, which was read. 

The Senate took up a resolution, submitted 
on the 10th inst. by Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, 
directing an inquiry into the expediency of ap- 
pointing a surveyor general for the state of Lou- 
isiana, and agreed thereto. 

The Senate also took up and agreed to the 
vesolution offered yesterday by Mr. Johnson, of 
Keatucky. 

The bill from the other House making cer- 
tain appropriations for the naval service, in ad- 
dition to those of last year, was read the third 
time and passed. 

The further consideration of the joint resolu- 
tion offered by Mr. Dickerson, to amend the 
constitutioneso as to produce an uniform mode 
of electing electors of President and Vice Pre- 
sident of the United States, and members of the 
House of Representatives, was postponed to the 
19th. 

Jan. 14.—Mr. Sanford, from the committee 
on finance, to whom had been referred the bill 
“‘to continue in force the act of 2Uth April, 
1818, entitled an act supplementary to an act 
entitled an act to regulate the collection of du- 
ties on imports and tonnage, passed the 2d day 
of March, 1799,” with an amendment, the object 
of which is to limit the duration of the bill to 
two years, instead of leaving it indefinite, re- 
ported the same. ‘The subject is yet to be act- 
ed on. | 

The Senate resumed the consideration of the 
subject of the Maine bill, (as proposed to be 
amended by adding Missouri to it,) and the pro- 
position by Mr. Roberts, to recommit the bill 
with instructions to the committee to separate 
the two, and report Maine in a distinct bill, as 
it came from the other House. 

The debate on this question was resumed. 
The motion for recommitment was opposed by 
Mr. Barbour, Mr. Logan, and Mr. Smith, and 
supported by Mr. Otts, Mr. Roberts, and Mr. 
Dana. 

The question thereon was then taken by 
yeas and gays, and decided in the negative.— 
For recommitment, 18—against it, 25. 

So the motion was negatived; the Senate 
thus refusing to separate the conjunction of the 
two states of Maine and Missouri. 

Jan. 17.—Mr. ‘Thomas, of Hlinois, gave notice, 
that he should, on to-morrow, ask leave to in- 
troduce a bill by the title of ‘a bill to prohibit 
the introduction of slavery into the territories 
of the United States north and west of the con- 
templated state of Missouri.” 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Jan. 11.—Mr. Anderson, from the committee 
on public lands, who were instructed ‘to in- 
quire into the expediency of granting to each 
state a tract of land, not exceeding one hun- 
dred thousand acres, for the endowment of an 
university in each state,” reported a resolution, 


“that it is inexpedient to grant any tract of 


jand to a state for the purpose of endowing an 
university ;” which report was read and ordered 
to lie on the table. 
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Jan. 12.—Mr. Cannon, from the committee 
on the militia, to whom was referred an inquiry 
into the expediency of clothing the militia at 
the public expense, when called into the ser- 


| vice of the United States, or of allowing them 


an equivalent in money, made a report on the 
subject, accompanied by a bill providing for 
that object; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 


PENNSYLVANIA, 
SENATE. 


Jan. 10.—Four remonstrances against, and 
one memorial in favour of the Windmill island 
bridge, were presented. | 

Jan. 11.—A petition was presented, praying 
that sales of property on execution may be sus- 
pended for three years; and to compel credi- 
tors to take the property of their debtors on 
appraisement.—The bill to reduce the number 
of directors in the Mechanics Bank of Philadel- 
phia passed to a third reading.—Mr, Raguet of- 
fered a resolution to appoint a committee to in- 
quire into the expediency of amending the 
laws regulating the interest of money, so as 
more effectualiy to prevent the practice of 
usury—adopted. 

Jin. 12.—A bill for the promotion of agricul- 
ture and domestic manufactures was reported. 

Jan. 13.—The resolution to appoint a com- 
mittee to inquire whether the Mechanics Bank 
has violated its charter, was negatived after a 
debate.—The bridge bill was debated in com- 
mittee of the whole. Mr. Breck made a speech 
against it, and Mr. Leib in its favour. 

Jan. 14.—Same debate renewed, and the 
committee rose without coming to any decision. 


TLOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 


Jan. 10.—Mr. Wilkins observed that he held 
in his hand a document which he wished to pre- 


sent to the House, in the hope that they would 


permit it to go to the committee on domestic 
manufactures. It was nota petition; but the 
nature of its language was very supplicating ; 
and yet the facts contained in it imperiously de- 
manded legislative interference. 
paper comes from a particular section of the 
state, it affords a melancholy exhibit of the ge- 
neral condition of labour, industry and manutac- 
tures throughout the whole country. Notwith- 
standing it proceeded from his own particular 
constituents, it would have been some consola- 
tionif they were alone concerned; because then 
there would be limits to the general calamity. 
The paper to which he alluded was a compara- 
tive statement ofthe value and condition of max 
nufactories 1 the city of Pittsburgh, in the years 
1815 and 1819.—Referred to the committee on 
manufactures. 


Jan. 11.—The election for treasurer in joint | 


meeting was held, in which Richard M. Crain 
had all the votes. 

Resolved, That the committee on the judicia- 
ry systein by instructed to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of passing a law placing the recorders 
of the city of Philadelphia, of Lancaster and. 
Pittsburgh on an equal footing as to salary ac- 
cording to their services, and inquire whether 
it be expedient to pay their salaries out of the 
treasury of this commonwealth.—Laid on the 
table. 
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Jan. 12.—Eight petitions were presented, 
praying that the corporation of the city of Phi- 
Jadelphia may be authorized to let or rent the 
western moiety of the market house in High 
street, between Third and Fourth streets.—Re- 
ferred. 

A memorial from the select and common 
councils of Philadelphia, for authority to regu- 
Jate Callowhill street, for the purpose of intro- 
ducing a supply of water from the river Schuyl- 
kill into said city and adjoining districts, was 
presented and referred. 

Jan. 13.—Mr. Lehman reported a bill for the 
appointment of a board of commissioners, and 
pledging funds, for in‘ernal improvement.—The 
bill relative to vexatious law suits was debated, 
and ordered to be transcribed for a third reading. 
The bill for the encouragement of agricultural 
societies was considered in committee of the 
whole, and reported to the House. 

Jan. 15.—The House was occupied with the 
consideration of a statement presented by Mr. 
Dimmick, one of the committee of inquiry into 
the governor’s conduct, complaining that a 
member had been insulted by A. S, Coxe, the 
counsel for the petitioners.—It was moved to 
order Mr. Coxe to be taken into custody, upon 
which considerable debate arose, and it was 
finally postponed to the 17th. 


Philadelphia.—On the 13th inst. the corpora- 
tion of this city passed a supplement to “ an 
ordinance providing for the gratuitous vaccina- 
tion of persons in indigent circumstances.” 

The mayor is authorized annually to appoint 
two persons, whose duty it shall be to call upon 
every family in the city, and to inquire whether 
any members thereof are liable to the small pox 
disease, and if there be any, to offer the gratui- 
tous services of the corporation to vaccinate 
such persons. If the offer be accepted, the 
collectors are to report to a physician (who 
is also to be appointed by the mayor).— 
The physician is to vaccinate and attend all 
such persons: it is further his duty, to keep 
constantly on hand, a sufficient quantity of 
genuine vaccine scab, or matter, which he shall 
distribute without fee or charge, to all persons 
applying for the same, and in whom confidence 
may be placed. 

For every case vaccinated by the physician, 
the collector is to receive ten cents; and the 
salary of the physician, (who must be a graduate 
in the University of Pennsylvania, ) is 400 dollars 
per annum. 

New York.—TVhe vote for a senator was—in 
the Senate, unanimously for Rufus King—in the 
House of Representatives, 113 for Rufus King 
and 3 for Walter Bowne. The three were mem- 
bers from the city of New York. 

North Carolina.—The legislature has passed 
an act appropriating the proceeds of the sales 
of the whole of the lands lately acquired by 
treaty from the Cherokees, as a fund for inter- 
nal improvements, under the management of a 
board of commissioners. 


Ohio.—By official returns of last summer, it 
appears there were in Ohio, with the exception 
of one county, 99,232 white males above the 
age of 21. It is not doubted the males above that 
age, in the county from which a return has not 
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been made, is not less than 1000. This added, 
results in an aggregate of 100,232. To ascertain 
the amount of population, it is believed 54 will 
be a suitable multiplier. These numbers give a 
product of 551,926. 

In the year 1810, the amount of population 
was 230,760. Thus it is apparent, an increase of 
upwards 100 per cent. has taken place within the 
last nine years. [ Vat. Int. 


Quebec contained, 10th June, 1818, 1979 

houses—20th June, 1819, 2070. 
MISSOURI QUESTION. 

The House of Representatives of the state of 
Delaware has passed, unanimously, a resolution 
in favour of the proposed restriction on new 
states and territories. 

The House of Delegates of the state of Vir- 
ginia has adopted the following resolutions: 

Resolved, by the General Assembly of Virgi- 
nia, That the Congress of the United States have 
no power, under the federal constitution, to dic. 
tate to the people of the Missouri territory what 
principles shall govern them in the formation 
of their constitution or system of government ; 
or in the adoption of regulations respecting 
their property; but are simply bound to gua- 
ranty to them (in common with the other 
states,) a republican furm of government. 

Resolved, That the Congress of the United 
States are bound in good faith, by the treaty of 
cession of 1803, to admit the good people of the 
Missouri territory into the union upon equal 


| terms with the existing states. 


Resolved, Vhat the General Assembly of Vir- 
ginia will support the good people of Missouri 
in their just rights and admission into the union ; 
and will co-operate with them in resisting, with 
manly fortitude, any attempt which Congress 
may make to impose restraints or restrictions, 
as the price of their admission, not authorized 
by the great principles of the constitution, and 
in violation of their rights, liberties, or happi- 
ness. 

Resolved, ‘That the senators from this state in 
the Congress of the United States be instructed, 
and the representatives requested, to use their 
best efforts in procuring the admission of the 
state of Missouri into the union, upon the prin- 
ciples contained in the foregoing resolutions, 
and in resisting any attempt which shall be 
made in Congress to impose conditions upon 
the people of Missouri, not warranted by the 
treaty of cession, and the constitution of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the governor of this common- 
wealth be desired to transmit a copy of the 
foregoing preamble and resolutions to each of 
the senators and representatives from Virginia 
and the delegate from the Missouri territory in 
the present Congress, and to the governor of 
each state and territory in the union, with are- 
quest that they may be laid before their respec- 
tive legislatures. 

The General Assembly of Vew Jersey have 
passed resolutions declaring that “the further 
admission of territories into the union, without 
restriction of slavery, would in their opinion es- 
sentially impair the right of this and other exist- 
ing states to equal representation in Congress (a 
right at the foundation of the political compact), 
inasmuch as such newly admitted slaveeholding 
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etate would be represented on the basis of their 
slave populatién, a concession made at the for- 
mation of the constitution in favour of the then ex- 
isting states, but never stipulated for new states, 
nor to be inferred from any article or clause in 
that instrument.” It is then Fesolved, that Con- 
gress have the right to prohibit the extension of 
slavery, and that it is their duty to exercise it. 

The House of Representatives of the state of 
Kentucky has passed the following preamble 
and resolutions : 

Whereas, the constitution of the United States 
provides for the admission of new states into the 
union, and it is just and proper that all such 
states should be established upon the footing 
of original states, both with a view to the pre- 
servation of state sovereignty, the prosperity of 
such new states and the good of their citizens ; 
and whereas successful attempts have been here- 
tofore made and are now making to prevent the 
people of the territory of Missouri from being 
admitted into the fnion as a state unless tram- 
melled by rules and regulations which do not 
exist, particularly in relation to the toleration of 
slavery, whilst a more liberal and magnanimous 
policy has been voluntarily extended to other 
territories. 

Whereas, also, if Congress can thus trammel 
or control the powers of a territory in the for- 
mation of a state government, that body may, 
on tthe same principles, reduce its powers to 
little more than those possessed by the people 
of the District of Columbia, and whilst profess- 
ing to make it a sovereign state may bind it in 
perpetual vassalage, and reduce it to the condi- 
tion of a province ; such state must necessarily 
become the dependent of Congress, asking 
powers, and not the independent state, demand. 
ing rights. And whereas it is necessary in pre- 
serving the state sovereignties in their present 
rights, that no new state should be subjected 
to this restriction any more than an old one, 
and that there can be no reason or justice why 
it should not be entitled to the same privileges, 
when it is bound to bear all the burdens and 
taxes laid upon it by Congress. 

In passing the following resolutions the gene- 
ral assembly refrains from expressing any opi- 
nion either in favour or against the principles 
of slavery. But to support and maintain state 
rights, which it conceives necessary to be sup- 
ported and maintained, to preserve the liberties 
of the free people of these United States, it 
avows its solemn conviction that the states al- 
ready confederated under one common consti- 
tution have nota right to deprive new states of 
equal privileges with themselves, and from a 
contest of this nature, awful consequences, to 
the union, may be apprehended—Therefore. 

Resolved—By the general assembly of the com- 
monwealth of Kentucky, That the senators in 
Congress from this state be instructed, and the 
representatives be requested, to use their ef- 
forts to procure the passage of a law to admit 
the people of Missouri into the union as a state, 
whether those people will sanction slavery by 
their constitution or not. 

Resolved, Yhat the executive of this common- 
wealth be requested to transmit this resolution 
to the senators and representatives of this state 
in Congress, that it may be laid before that body 
for its consideration. 








Illicit Introduction of Slaves. 


Letter from the secretary of the treasury, trans- 
mitting, in obedience to a resolution of the 
House of Representatives, of the 31st ultimo, 
information in relation to the illicit introduc- 
tion of slaves into the United States: witha 
statement of the measures which have been 
taken to prevent the same. . 

Treasury Department, Jun. 11, 1820. 

Sir—In obedience toa resolution ofilic House 
of Representatives, of the 31s: ultimo, directing 
the secretary of the treasury to lay before the 
House “copies of such communications as he 
may have received, since 1816, and such infor- 
mation as he may possess, in relation to the illicit 
introduction of slaves into the United States, with 
a statement of the measures adopted to prevent 
the same,” I have the honour to submit the en- 
closed letters, from different collectors of the 
customs, to this department. 

It appears from an examination of the records 
of this office, that no particular instructions have 
ever been given, by the secretary of the trea- 
sury, under the original or suplementary acts 
prohibiting the introduction of slaves into the 
United States. 

The general practice of the department has 
been to confine its attention, and to limit its in- 
structions, to cases arising under the revenue 
laws, except where by directions of the Presi- 
dent of the United States, the superintendence 
of other laws has been specially required of it. 
No such duty has in relation to the laws prohi- 
biting the introduction of slavesinto the United 
States, been required of the secretary of the 
treasury. 

His letter to the war and navy departments, 
of the 16th July, 1817, a copy of which is also 
enclosed, was written during the absence of the 
President, under circumstances which did not 
admit of the delay necessary to obtain his direc- 
tion and instruction. An additional reason for 
writing that letter may be found in the fact that 
the other heads of department were absent, 
and the officers exercising their functions, pro- 
visionally, were unwilling to incur the respon- 
sibility of the measures required by the occasion. 

I have the honour to be your most obedient 
servant, Wa. H. Crawrorp. 
The Hon. Henry Clay, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


Treasury Department, July 16, 1817. 

Sir—From information recently received by 
this department, there is just reason to believe 
that sir Gregor M‘Gregor has taken military 
possession of Amelia island, in the name of the 
Spanish Patriots. Considering that the restless 
and adventurous of all nations, and especiaily of 
the island of St. Domingo, have ranged them- 
selves under the banners of the different lead- 
ers, by sea and land, who are engaged in tlie 
civil war now raging between Spain and her 
colonies, and that the port of Fernandina, will 
necessarily become the rendezvous of all the 
vessels sailing under the various flags of the Spa- 
nish provinces which have declared themselves 
independent, apprehensions are justly enter- 
tained by the citizens of the southern section 
of the state of Georgia, that their peace and 
tranquillity will be disturbed, and their rights 


| infringed, unless protected by the presence of 
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a force sufficient to tommand respect from the 
troops thus expected to be congregated in their 
immediate neighbourhood. 

In addition to the circumstances already com- 
municated, the ch a yen which has been ma- 
nifested by the vessels of Spain engaged in th 
African slave trade, to introduce illicitly i into that 
section of the union, the persous who in the 
prosecution of their traffic, have been subjected 
to their control, seems to require the presence 
of a force sufficient to enforce the due execu- 
tion of the laws against the introduction of slaves 
into the United States. From the known cha- 
racter and conduct of the leader of the enter- 
prise against Amelia island, there is just ground 
to apprehend that this illicit traffic, if continued, 
will, under his auspices, assume a bolder cha- 
racter; and if abandoned, that it will be substi- 
tuted by measures equally derogatory to the 
laws and more destructive of the rights and in- 
terest of the citizens of the eastern section of 
the southern states. To guard against the un 
Jawful introduction of slaves, and to repress any 
attempt that may be made by the foreign belli- 
gerent force, collected in that neighbourhood, 
to excite domestic insurrection among the 
blacks, it appears to me to be absolutely neces- 
sary that a land and naval force be stationed at 
St. Marys. 

As the portion of East Florida immediately 
bordering on the United States is but sparsely, 
if at all, inhabited, the entrance of vessels into 
the river St. Marys, freighted with slaves, can 
nave no other object than the violation of our 
laws, by covertly introducing a population which 
is prohibited. “Under such circumstances, and 


especially when the imbecility or indisposition of 


the local authorities to preserve the accustomed 
relations between independent states are consi- 
dered, and above all, the odious character of the 


traflic intended to be restrained, the seizure of 


every vessel freighted with slaves which shall 
be found in the river St. Marys, or hovering 
upon our coast, is respectfully submitted. 
{ have the honour to be, &ce. 
W. H. Crawrerp. 
‘The Secretaries of War and the Navy. 


Extract of a Letter from the Deputy Collector 
of Nova Iberia to the Secretary of the ‘T'rea- 
sury, dated July 9th, 1818. 

“By Mr. Dick’s advice, last summer, I got 
out state warrants, and had negroes scized to 
the number of eighteen, which were a part of 
those stolen out of the custody of the coroner, 
and the balance condemned by the district 


judge of the state; and the informers received | 
their part of the nett proceeds from the state | 


treasurer. Five negroes, that were seized about 
the same time, were tried at Oppelousas, in May 
last, by the same judge: he decided that some 
Spaniards (that were supposed to have set upa 
sham claim, stating that the negroes had been 
stolen from them on the high seas) should have 
the negroes, and that the persons that seized 
them should pay one half the costs, and the 
state of Louisiana the other. This decision had 
such an effect as to render it almost impossible 


for me to obtain any assistance in that part of | 


the country. There has been lately up at the 


Bayou Nementou two schooners from Galveston ; 
ad sold a part of their cargoes, and deposited | 




















the balance, as I could get no assistance to take 

them. I made two seizures of wine, a part of 

one of the cargoes, in the neighbourhood of 
the Vermillion bridge, about 20 miles to the 
westward of this place. I summoned assistance, 

a part of which refused to assist, a part deserted 

while guarding the property, a and the balance 

not being sufficiently strong to protect it, it was 
taken from them the ensuing night. The 
smugglers had forcibly prev ented our removing’ 
the property in the day time. 
Collector's Office, Dis.of Brunswick, Georgia, 
Port of Darien, July Sth, 1818. 

Sir—On the 14th March, I did myself the ho- 
nour to address you on the su! bject of Africans 
illicitly introduced into the United States. Not 
being favoured with a reply, it may be proper 
for me to state, that a demand being subse- 
quently made, by the executive of this stat te, for 
all such Africans in my possession, in compli- 
ance therewith I delivered over to his agent 
ninety-one negroes. 

I have the honour to be, Ke. 

W. I. M‘Inrosu, Collector. 

The Hon. William H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 

Extract of a Letter from the Collector of Nev 
Orleans, to the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated April 17th, 1818. 

‘‘ it has been siated to me, on the authority 
of a letter to a respectable gentleman of this 
city, that there were three schooners laying in 
the river Merineutau, belonging to commodore 
Aury’s squadron, s smuggling cheir cargoes on 
shore. The aud: icity of the piratical set, since 
they find Galveston has not been, and, as they 
say, will not be, suppressed, knows no bounds. 
In order to keep them somewhat more in check, 
and to defeat their nefarious schemes as far as 
in my power, until government aid us with sucl: 
force as it may deem best suited to the purpose, 
I have determined to station an additional reve- 
nue boat and crews, with an active and enter- 
prising officer, at and near Fort St. Philip, and 
to increase the crews of the boats at the Balize 
and Fort St. John. It will, I think, render their 
operations a little more difficult, and I confi- 
dently rely on your approbation. The additional 
vapente can be no consideration. But no efforts 
of the officers of the customs alone can be ef- 
fectual in preventing the introduction of Afri- 
cans from the westward; to put a stop to that 
traffic, a naval force suitable to those waters is 
indispensable, and vessels captured with slaves 
ought not to be brought to this port, but sent to 
some other in the United States for adjudication. 
Enclosed you will also find an act passed by the 
legislature of this state, respecting slaves im- 


ported in violation of the laws of Congress, of 


2d March, 1807. The object and policy of this 
law requires no comment from me. Vast num- 
bers of slaves will be introduced to an alarming 
extent, unless prompt and effectual measures 
are adopted by the general government. 

** The master of an American schooner from 
Havanna reports, that he was offered a full 
freight of Africans for this river, which he re- 
fused.” 

Collector's Offices Dis. of Brunswick, Georgia, 

Port of Darien, March 14, 1818. 

Sir—I had the honour to address you per last 
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mail, and to enclose you papers respecting 47 
African negroes, taken, by the surveyor of Da- 
vien, from one Jared E. Groce, on their way to 
the Alabama territory, through the Indian na- 
tion, and 41 others at the Creek agency, from 
the negro houses of the agent for Indian affairs. 
Itis a painful duty, sir, to express to you, that 
f am in possession of undoubted information, 
that African and West India negroes are almost 
daily illicitly introduced into Georgia, for sale or 
settlement, or passing through it to the territo- 
ries of the United States, fer similar purposes: 
these facts are notorious; and it is not unusual 
io see such negroes in the streets of St. Mary’s, 
and such too, recently captured by our vessels 
of war, anc ordered to Savannah, were illegally 
vartered by hundreds in that city, for this bar- 
tering or bonding, (as it is called, but in reality 
selling,) actually took place before any decision 
was passed by the court respecting them. 1 
cannot but again express to you, sir, that these 
uregularities and mocking of the laws, by men 
who understand them, and who, it was pre- 
sumed, would have respected thein, are such, 
that it requires the immediate interposition of 
Congress to effect a suppression of this traffic ; 
for as things are, should a faithful officer of go- 
vernment apprehend such negroes, to avoid the 
penaities imposed by the laws, the proprictors 
disclaim them, and some agent of the executive 
demands a delivery of the same to him, who 
may employ them as he pleases, or effect a sale 
by way of a bond for the restoration of the ne- 
groes when legally cailed on so to do; which 
bond, it is understood, is to be forfeited, as the 
amount of the bond is so much less than the va- 
ine of the property. And again, sir, an officer 
clisposed to perform his trust with fidelity, is 
placed at the mercy of the state; for, to carry 
the intention of the federal laws into execution, 
great expenses may. be incurred, and for which 
the state seems not to have made any provision, 
but has, by its own law of the last session of the 
legislature, invested the executive with the 
power of becoming a speculator on the exer- 
tions and integrity of such federal officers as feel 
the weight of their responsibility, and who are 
willing to perform their duty. For instance, sir: 
after much fatigue, perl, and expense, 88 Afri- 
cans are seized and broug’t Ly the surveyor to 
Darien; they are demanded immediately by the 
governor’s agent. 

Notwithstanding the knowledge which his 
excellency had, that these very Africans were 
for sume weeks within sixty miles of his excel- 
iency’s residence (seat of government,) there was 
no effort, no stir made by him, his agents, or 
subordinate state officers, to carry the laws into 
execution; but no sooner than it was under- 
stood that a seizure had been effected by an 
officer of the United States, a demand is made 
for them; and it is not difficult to perceive, by 
a compliance, that the very aggressors may, by 
a forfeiture of the mock bond, be again placed 
in possession of the smuggled property, at but 
little additional expense to them, but at the en- 
tire ruin of the officers who had executed, with 
fidelity, the laws they felt bound to observe. 
There are many negroes, (independent of those 
mentioned as having been bartered in Savan- 
nah, &c. before any decision had passed respect- 
ing them,) recently introduced into this state 























and the Alabama territory, and which can be 
appgehended. The undertaking would be great; 
but, to be sensible that we shal! possess vour 
approbation, and that we are carrying the views 
and wishes of the government into execution, 
is all we wish, and it shall be done, indepen- 
dently of every personal consideration. 
I heve, &c. 

Wm. I. M‘In‘rosu, Collector. 

The Hon. W. H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Collector’s Office, Savannah, 
25th November, 1817. 


Sir—I have the honour of informing you, that 
the schooner Tentative, reported to be under 
Spanish colours, with one hundred and twenty- 
eight slaves on board, was brought into this port 
on the 19th inst. by a part ofthe crew of the U. 
S. vessel Saranac, John H. Elton, commander, 
having been captured by said vessel,-and at the 
time abandoned by her crew. The Tentative 
has been libelled by the proctor for the cap- 
tors; and the slaves, by order of the court, de- 
livered over to the proctor for the captors and 
the collector of this port, to be taken care of by 
them, until demanded by the competent autho- 
rity. This order was procured by the proctor 
for the captors, with a view of preserving the 
lives of the slaves, they being destitute of pro- 
visions and clothing, and must have perished 
had they been longer at sea. Four of thera have 
already died, but the remaining part of them 
have been so disposed of as to insure comfort to 
them for the present. Under the order of the 
court, and the influence of humanity, it appears 
to be my duty to interest myself for the suffer- 
ers; and, having an estate near the city, I in- 
quired of my agent how many of these people 
he could accommodate with house-room, and 
upon his statement I have taken possession of 
forty in number, all of whom I have clothed, and 
shall continue etherwise to succour, until de- 
manded by the competent authority. I have, &c. 

A. S. Buttock, Collector. 
The Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Extract of a Letter from the Deputy Collector of 


Nova Iberia to the Secretary of the Treasury, 

dated Sept. 27th, 1818. 

“ On the 8th of July last, captain Amelung, 
with eighteen of his company, agreed to go with 
me on the Bayou Nementou, to suppress smug- 
gling. On the day and succeeding night after 
our arrival there, we took thirteen prisoners 
that came armed to support the smugglers, &c. 
The next day we took one of their vessels; set 
some hands to work in repairing her, and cap- 
tain Amelung returned to Nova Iberia for the 
balance of his company; returned with them, 
and we proceeded on with twenty-five men to 
the Bayou Cureuseau. On our arrival there we 
made mere prisoners; seized three African ne- 
groes, two vessels, and part of their cargoes, 
Runners had been sent ahead of us, and five or 
six vessels run out of the bayou a few days 
prior to our arrival there. A large number of 
African negroes had been on that bayou, eighty 
of which left there a short time before our ar- 
rival, and about twenty passed us the night be- 


q fore we arrived. We procceded down the 
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Cureuscau, 4nd came round the Bayou Nemen- 


tou. Captain Amelung furnished me with a 
Jicutenant and eighteen men, and returned by 
land to Nova Iberia with the balance of his com- 
pany. We proceeded with the vessels down 
the Nementou; met a felluche, commanded by 
one of .Lafitte’s captains, off the mouth of the 
bayou. The captain took us for smugglers; 
we got him on board of one of our vessels, and 
notwithstanding his directing his men in French, 
when he left his own vessel, to cut their cable, 
ifhe did not return with the boat, run down our 
boat and kill every man on board; we boarded 
her after they cut their cable, and took her 
without the loss of one man. Her cargo consists 
of coffee, cocoa, refined wax for candles, oil, 
dry goods, and about 10,000 Ibs. of quicksilver. 
f arrived here yesterday, having suffered much. 
During the line storm, we lost three anchors, 
sprung one mast, carried away our yards and 
sails. I left the vessels in the Vermillion Bay ; 
shall start immediately to bring them round to 
this place. If there was one small cutter on this 
coast, she would be of great service.” 
Collector’s Office, Savannah, 
22d May, 1818. 

Sir—I have just received information from a 
source on which I can implicitly rely, that it has 
already become the practice to introduce into 
the state of Georgia, across the St. Marys river, 
from Amelia island, East Florida, Africans, who 
have been carried into the port of Fernandina, 
subsequent to the capture of it by the Patriot 
army, now in possession of it. 

As this species of traffic may be carried on 
for an indefinite period of time, without the in- 
terposition of government, | have deemed it my 
duty to give vou the earliest advice of it. 

Immediately after the receipt of your letter 
of the 19th March last, I instructed captain Smith 
to cruise with the cutter to the southward as 
far as St. Marys bar, with a view of preventing 
the landing of such people on the seaboard ; but 
it is not in his power to guard the St. Marys, 
which is the route for the introduction of them. 
it becomes more necessary for a guard to be 
organized by government, as this state has ne- 
ver legislated on the subject of the importation 
of slaves; were the legislature to pass an act 
giving compensation in some manner to inform- 
ers, it would have a tendency, ina great degree, 
to prevent the practice: as the thing now is, 
no citizen will take the trouble of searching for 
and detecting the slaves. I further understand, 
that the evil will not be confined altogether to 
Africans, but will be extended to the worst class 
of West India slaves. I am, &c. 

A. S. Buttock, Collector. 
The Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


Collector’s Office, Port of Mobile, 
October 7th, 1818. 

Sir—It is understood that judge Webb, one of 
the judges of this territory, has resigned.—Per- 
mit me, sir, to suggest the importance of an 
early appointment to the vacancy, in order that 
the person appointed might be present at the 
next session of the general court, on the first 
Monday of January next. There are now pend- 
ing before that court a number of cases of very 
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great importance to the public interest, particu- 
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larly those of the tliree vesscls, their cargoes, of 
and upwards of one hundred slaves. to 
I hope the attorney of the United States has tic 
informed the treasury department of the pro- ed 
ceedings of the court in these cases; not having mu 
seen him since, I have not attempted a statement of 
of proceedings, to me, so very strane. ‘This, sta 
however, appears certain, that the vessels and : iC 
argoes and the slaves have been delivered on ris 
bonds, the former to the owners, and the slaves ou 
to three other persons. The grand jury found , 
true bills against the owners of the vesse!s, mas- tic 
ters, and a supercargo—all of whom are <is- th 
charged; why or wherefore I cannot sav, ex- th 
cept that it could not be for want of proof against ha 
them. Ww 
It is certainly a matter of great importance“ fo 
that these cases be stamped with the full force co 
of the law, to prevent future importations.— to 
Two of the vessels were cleared at Havanna, for 
New Orleans, and one for this port; and all th 
American registered vessels, the former at N. 1 
Orleans, the latter at this port. fa 
Perhaps the magnitude and importance of aD 
these cases would render it expedient to em- “ 
ploy additional counsel, in aid of the U. States oO 
attorney, as he will be opposed by able lawyers fi 
from New Orleans. Should you deem this pro- w 
per, be pleased, sir, to direct the sum which 0 
may be allowed. 
I have the honour to be, &c. u 
Appin Lewis, Collector. 0 
The Hon. Wm. II. Crawford, 3 
Secretary of the Treasury. : 
MANUFACTURES, y 
To the Honourable the Senate and House of Re- r 
presentatives of the United States, in Congress 
assembled - J 
The Memorial of a Convention of the Friends ; 
of National Industry, assembled in the city of ‘ 
New York, to take into consideration the : 
prostrate situation of our Manufacturers, and ‘ 
to petition Congress for their relief and pro- , 
tection; composed of delegates from Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New ' 
York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Delaware, and Ohio: ! 
RESPECTFULLY SHEWETH, : 


That your memorialists appeal to your ho- 
nourable body, under a firm and solemn convic- 
tion, that a crisis has arrived in the progress of 
our nation, which imperiously demands the se- 
rious attention and prompt exertion of the col- 
lected wisdom of its councils, and on which its 
future destinies must essentially depend. 

That the United States, possessing every ad- 
vantage of soil, climate, and native productions; 
and with a population industrious, intelligent, 
and enterprising, to a degree never, probably, 
exceeded by any nation, and after enjoying, for 
twenty years, the benefit of an over proportion 
of the trade of the world; find themselves in a 
state of great embarrassment and difficulty, in- 
volving almost every description of our citizens; 
our commerce is greatly prostrated; our ship- 
ping has sunk in value to one-half of its original 
cost; real estate is depreciated in most parts of 
the country in an equal degree; numbers of 
our merchants, manufacturers, and farmers, are 
reduced to bankruptcy; and the circumstances 
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of many of those who have escaped this calami- 
tous situation, are daily impairing; a great por- 
tion of our mechanics and artists are unemploy- 
ed, and all the fruits of their labours, which 
might have been daily adding to the prosperity 
of the nation, are wholly lost. In fine, our great 
staples are so far reduced in price, as most se- 
riously to affect the interests of the agricultu- 
rists, and to diminish the means of paying for 
our importations. 

That we are deeply indebted to foreign ua- 
tions, notwithstanding we have transmitted to 
them as much of our surplus productions as 
they furnished a market for, and likewise a 
large amount of our government and bank stock, 
which subjects us to an oppressive annual tax 
for interest, probably equal to the amount of the 
civil expenses of our government; which adds 
to the impoverishing drain of our specie. 

That while so many of our manufacturers are 
thus ruined—our working people destitute of 
employment and of the means to support their 
families—our manufacturing establishments fall- 
ing to ruins—and our water powers, with which 
we are pre-eminently blessed, unemployed; 
our cities and towns are filled with the manu- 
factured productions of other nations, by which 
we have been, and are, ruinously drained of 
our wealth. 

That those complicated evils, which oppress 
us, and which have taken place during a season 
of profound peace, of nearly five years duration, 
after a war closed with honour, and which left 
us in a state of high prosperity, evince that 
there is something unsound in our policy, which 
requires a radical remedy, in the power of the 
national legislature alone to apply. 

That wisdom dictates to the United States to 
profit by the experience of other nations; to 
shun those systems which have operated on 
them perniciously, and scrupulously to adopt 
those that have advanced their wealth, power, 
and resources. Being the youngest nation in 
the world, they cannot, without a sacrifice of 
their happiness, pursue the paths that have led 
some to decay and ruin; nor deviate from those 
that have exalted others to a high degree of 
prosperity. We, therefore, respectfully submit 
to your serious consideration, a slight sketch of 
the policy of some of the nations of Europe, 
with its consequences. 

At the close of the seventeenth century, Por- 
tugal possessed a most flourishing and extensive 
woollen manufactory, raised to maturity by pro- 
hibitions of all rival articles from other nations. 
The basis of this manufacture was her own raw 
material and that of Spain. It employed a large 
proportion of her population advantageously, 
and greatly enriched the nation. She was in- 
duced to remove the prohibition, and trusted 
to a protecting duty of twenty-three per cent. 
In three or four years, the manufacture was de- 
stroyed—the manufacturers ruined—the work- 
men devoted to idleness and beggary—the raw 
material sold at low rates to foreigners, who em- 
ployed their workmen on it, and returned it at 
an advance of three to four hundred per cent., 
whereby she was drained of her wealth, as we 
have been by similar means; in a word, gra- 
dually impoverished and ruined, she holds out 
a most impressive lesson to the statesmen of all 
other nations. 








The example of Spain is equally striking. 
She has for centuries, with those boundless 
treasures, which are lavished on her in vain, 
nourished the industry of other nations, and 
often, with those treasures, squandered for their 
manufactures, fed the armies that have covered 
her fields with desolation, and shed disgrace on 
her arms. The mass of her subjects, unpro- 
tected in their industry, are in a state of abject 
distress and misery ; although, under a wise go- 
vernment, some centuries since, Spain was the 
most manufacturing and prosperous nation in 
the world. And even at the present time, two 
or three of her provinces, (under a different re- 
gime from the rest of the nation,) where indus- 
try is protected, are as prosperous and indus- 
trious as any part of Europe. 

Russia and Austria protect the industry of 
their subjects, and, in consequence, enjoy a 
high degree of prosperity and happiness. ‘The 
former nation prohibits about two hundred arti- 
cles specifically, among which are all the im- 
portant manufactures of her allies, France and 
England. Austria, throughout the wide extent 
of her dominions, prohibits all cotton, woollen, 
silk, and other manufactures. 

England has protected the industry of her 
subjects with more care, and has, accordingly, 
amassed more wealth, and attained a higher de- 
gree of power and influence, than any other 
nation of ancient or modern times, in propor- 
tion to her population. The use she has made 
of her wealth, whatever it may have been, is no 
impeachment of the merit of the system by 
which it has been acquired. 

The case of France, however, is more strik- 
ing and impressive, than that of any other na- 
tion. For twenty years she waged wars, bloody 
and destructive almost beyond example, with 
two-thirds of Europe, and had in pay, during a 
large part of that time, armies of nearly a mil- 
lion of men. After those wars were concluded, 
she was crushed by foreign armies, of two or 
300,000 men—and had enormous contributions 
and exactions levied on her to the amount of, 
probably, one hundred millions of dollars. Yet 
she has, ina few years, recovered from all those 
calamities, by protecting the industry of her 
subjects, and enjoys, at present, a greater de- 
gree of prosperity, it is stated, on the highest 
authority, than she has done at any former pe- 
riod, 

The late war with Great Britain, and the 
events which immediately preceded it, pro- 
duced in many of our reflecting fellow citizens, 
a due sense of their best and most lasting inte- 
rests. With a rapidity, unexampled in the his- 
tory of any other people, a large portion of 
their capital was transferred from commercial 


to manufacturing pursuits. The value of goods 


manufactured in the United States, as taken 
from the marshals’ returns, amounted, as early 
as 1810, to upwards of one hundred and seventvy- 
two millions of dollars; which value was very 
greatly increased during the late war. 

The peace of Europe was attended with ruin- 
ous consequences to us: our infant manufac- 
tures were blighted in the bud; the spirit of 
speculation spread through our country, se- 
ducing her votaries from the paths of quiet 
and laborious industry, by promises of sudden 
wealth. But it was soon found that the com- 
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merce of 1815 and 16 was not the commerce of 
1806 and 7: the nations by whose calamities we 
had Hourished, whose impoverishment had been 
our gain, were now at peace with each other, 
and returning with eager activity to the em- 
ployments of social life; our vessels were no 
longer wanted to convey their products, nor to 
supply them with ours. Cherishing and depend- 
ing on their own resources, they have furnished 
us a useful and honourable lesson in the en- 
couragement, support, and extension of domes- 
tic, and salutary restrictions on the importation 
ef foreign manufactures. An imitation of their 
policy in this respect, your memorialists believe 
to be indispensable to the prosperity and inde. 
pendence of our country. 

With this belicf, and a confident reliance in 
the disposition of Congress to promote those 
primary objects, by every necessary means, 
your memorialists would respec! fully recom- 
mend to your consideration, three measures, 
the adoption of which, we feel persuaded, 
would remove the embarrassments of our coun- 
try, and restore life and vigour to our almost 
expiring manuiactures, 

These measures are—First, To abolish credits 
on import duties. 

Secondly, To impose a restrictive duty on 
sales at auction. 

Thirdly, To alter and increase the amount of 
duties on imported goods. 

At the time when credits on duties were first 
established, the state of our country was very 
different from what it has since become. Slowly 
vecovering from along and desolating war, al- 
most destitute of money and commercial con- 
nexions, our situation required that every aid 
and encouragement should be afforded to the 
first efforts of enterprise. This measure was, 
therefore, wise and salutary, and dictated by the 
necessities of the times. -The weakness of our 
internal resources produced a dependence on 
imposts for the support of government. 

But how striking a contrast have we since 
presented! How great the change! from a po- 
pulation of three to ten millions; from an anni- 
hilated commerce, to one that spreads its can- 
vass on every sea; froma state of agriculture 
very little exceeding our own daily wants, to a 
surplus production exceeding eighty millions 
per annum; from an almost total want of m: nu 
factures, to an actual invested manufacturing 
c apital of cotton and woollen goods alone, ex- 
ceeding fifty millions of dollars! Our commerce 

was, at first, carried on by resident merchants, 
whose prudence and experience restrained im- 
portations within due bounds; credits on the 
duties afforded them, according to the infention 
of Congress, facilities which Uieir situation re- 
quired. But, for some years past, and especially 
since the universal peace in Europe, and the 
conclusion of our late war, those regular traders 
have feund themselves supplanted by foreign 
merchants and manufacturers, or despevate spe- 
culators, whom the credit on duties has enabled 
and induced to inundate our markets with fo- 
reign goods, proaucing the mst pernicious ef- 
fects on our mercantile stability and the pros- 
perity of our manufactories. 

It may also be here remarked, that the ope- 
ration of this credit on imposts, is to create a 
capital for new importations; for let us suppese, 
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that four importations, to the amount of 100,00@ 
dollars each, be made in one year, at the ave. 
rage of 25 per cent. duty, the sum of about 
10u,J00 doliars is left to trade with in the hands 
of the importer, with the ultimate risk to go- 
vernment of the loss of the whole. 

Vhe American merchant is regulated and di- 
rected in his importations by his experience of 
the wants and consumption of the country , and 
the prospect of fair and reasonable profits. The 
foreign merchant, or manufacturer, on the other 
band, is often impelled by his necessities to seek 
a market for his goods without regard to these 
considerations. [tis well known, and we presume 
ii cannot have esczped the knowledge of Con- 
gress, that ai all times, under all circumstances, 
and at every hazard of expense, the government, 
merchants, and manufacturers of Great Britain, 
have their views steadily directed to the extir- 
pation of every germ of manutactures among 
us. A credit of 8, 10, and 12 months increases 
their facilities for carr ying into execution those 
hostile purposes 

These come equences, injurious as they are, 
are exceeded in extent by those which arise 
from the trade to China, and the Kast Indies; a 
trade, in the opinion of your memorialists, (en- 
couraged and unrestricted as at present,) of the 
most exhausting and pernicious effects to the 
country. The long credit of frum one to two 
years allowed by Taw on duties in this trade, 
We are sincerely persuaded, produces the ruin- 
ous etect of draining \ is oF OUF specie: and, in 
the case of a greater part of East India goods, 
to overwhelm our markets witi inferior and 
worthless fabrics, which, from their apparent 
cheapness, meet a ready sale; while the much 
superior products of our own industry and skill, 
must be sacrificed at a ruinous loss, or remain 
unsold in the hands of the manufacturer. 

When to the foregoing considerations, im- 
portant as they are to the regular merchant, and 
to the infant manufactures of our country, is 
added that of the lesses to which government 
is necessarily subjected by failure in the pay- 
ment of the duties, your memoriali ists humbly 
apprehend, that the abolition of all evedits for 
duties on imported goods, wii! at the same time 
protect the manufactures, commerce, and reve- 
nue cf the United States. 

Your memorialists would next call the atten- 
tion of Congress to the second evil complained 
of, unrestrained sales at auction. 

Sales at auction, we believe, were originally 
authorized by law, for special purposes, such 
as the disposal of damaged goods, the effects of 
bankrupts, or property under execution, or sold 
by direction of courts of law and equify. We 
believe it will be found, on examination, that 
such sales were not, until within. a few years 
past, considered by any commercial country in 
Europe, as forming a part of the regular course 
of trade, but rather as authorized for purposes, 
necessary indeed, but not at all commercial. 

in the greatest commercial and manufactur- 
ing nation, Great Britain, they are, even at this 
day, extremely limited; sometimes used to feel 
the pulse of the market on the raw material: 
Im} ported for their manufactures, and occasion- 
ally used f for the sale of colonial produce, and 
the effects of the East India company. In no 


otlier country have they assumed the same im 
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portance ag among us. In the extent to which 

they have now arrived-here, they are greatly in- 
jurious, not only to the fair and reguiar trader, 
but to the community at large. 

Large quantities of silk, woollen, cotton, and 
other goods, are Manufactured in Europe and 
the East Indices expressly for sale at auction in 
the United States. These goods are of Jess than 
the usual length, deficient in breadth, of a flimsy 
texture, in short, in every respect inferior to 
the goods they are intended to represent ; yet 
so well dressed, and in other respects so highly 
finished to the eye, that they generally escape 
detection till they reach the consumer, who too 
fate discovers their inferiority. For such base 
fabrics have the people of these states, for 
years past, been exorbitantly taxed, to the great 
7 of our own hard struggling manufac- 
tures 

Yo give an example of the enormous extent 
ef this business, which effords such facilities to 
the foreign manufacturer for practising imposi- 
tion on our citizens, we will instance the amount 
of sales of foreign goods at auction, in the sin- 
gle city of New "York, in one year. From the 
best evidence the case affords, that is, the 
returns of the auctioneers themselves, they 
amounted, in the year 1818, to the prodigious 
sum of fourteen millions of dollars. Judging 
trom this specimen, it will not be unreasonable 
to conclude, that in the United States, collec- 
tively, foreign merchandise, to the amount of at 
least thirty millions of dollars, is annually sold 
in this pernicious mode; a most alarming x proof 
that a very serious portion of the trade “of the 
nation flows in this channel. And your memo- 
rialists are satisfied, from past experience, that 
the sales at auction ef domestic goods, are as 
deleterious in their consequences, as those of 
foreign merchandise; inasmuch as they tend to 
encourage the manufacture of inferior fabrics, 
and thereby injure the reputation of American 
fabrics generally; and, also, that the sales of 
imitations, made in foreig rn countries, with an 
intent to dispose of them at auction, produce 
the same injurious effects. Your memorialists 
are fully convinced of the necessity of imposing 
some restraint on this tremendous engine of 
eommercial monopoly. For this purpose they 
vespectfully propose, that a duty of ten per cent. 
be imposed on all foreign and domestic goods 
sold at auction, (except household furniture, 
farming stock and utensils, the effects of bank- 
pupts, or goods sold under execution, or other- 
wise by direction of courts of law or equity). 
T his, they hope, will, in a great degree, dimi- 
nish, if not altogether cure, this great and 
growing evil, by destroying, or at least greatly 
lessening, the temptation of profit. 

Your memorialists lastly submit to the consi- 
deration of Congress, the necessity of a further 
modification and i increase of the present duties, 
and respectfully suggest the following altera- 
tions in the existing tariff, 

That in lieu of the present duties, a duty of 
ten cents per square yard be laid on all cotton 
and linen goods, plain or unstained, having less 
than seventy threads to the square inch, in- 
eluding warp and filling; of fourteen cents per 
square yard on all having above seventy, and 


under «ne hundred, threads to the square inch, 
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including warp and filling; of eighteen cents 


per square yard on all having above one hun- 
dred, and less than one hundred and thirty, 
threads to the square inch, including warp and 
filling; and so on in the same ratio upwards. 
And that twenty per cent. be added to the 
above duties on all printed, stained, dyed, co- 
loured, or worked, cotton and linen goods. 

That a duty of thirty-five per cent., ad valo- 
rem, be laid on all goods, made wholly or in part 
of wool. 

That the duty on every kind of silk goods, or 
of goods made wholly or in part of silk, sewing 
silk excepted, be raised to fifty per cent. 

That all kinds of fabrics not otherwise env- 


| merated, and of less value than fifty cents per 
_square yard, made wholly or in part of silk, 
cotton, wool, hemp, flax, or any cther material, 
| be estimated and pay the same duty as if of the 


value of fifty ceuts. 

That an extra duty be collected on all wares 
and merchandises, on which a bounty has been 
allowed by any foreign nation, equal in amount 


| to the value of said bounty. 


That foreign cotton and every description of 
goods, made wholly or in part of foreign cot- 
ton, be prohibited. 

That a duty be laid on iron, in bars or bolts, 
manufactured without rolling, of one dollar and 
twenty-five cents percwt. Oniron in bars and 
bolts, when manufactured by rolling, two dol- 
lars per cwt. On iron in sheets, rods, or hoops, 
four dollars per cwt. On iron in pigs, seventy- 
five cents per cwt. And on iron castings, one 
dollar per cwt. 

Declining to enter into a detail of the altera- 


tions in the tariff, requisite for the protection of 


other branches, now languishing, we beg leave 
to recommend to your particular attention, 
among others, the following: 

Glass, copperas, corks, soap, paints and co- 
lours, paper, gunpowder, jewelry, cutlery, 
plated wares of all kinds, coach and harness fur- 
niture, prunello shoes, hats, caps, bonnets, but- 
tons, fire and side-arms, china and earthenware, 
printed books, oil of vitriol, blue vitriol, and 
chemical preparations generally, gilt and japan- 
ned wares, paper hangings of every description, 
painted or oiled cloths, umbrellas, “manufactures 
of copper and brass, sprigs, screws, cotton 
stockings, and steel. 

Independent of every consideration in favour 
of the policy of affording adequate protection 
to domestic industry, as herein recommended, 
deducible from its promotion of the general 
welfare of the country, and the protection due 
to the manufacturers, in common with all other 
classes of society, as areturn for their allegiance 
to the government, we are convinced that the 
farmers and planters would largely participate 
in the benefits of the system we > adv ocate. The 
planter would have a steady market for his raw 
material, not subject to thase destructive fluc- 
tuations which have produced such extensive 
ruin within the present year. And the farmer 
would have an equally steady and increasing 
demand for the productions of his farm, many 
of which, particularly in the interior of the 
country, and in the western states, will not 
bear the expense of transportation to market. 
This advantage is so palpabie, that we shall 
only refer, in iilustration of it, to various towns 
and villages throughout the United States, is 
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the neighbourhgod of which, lands and their 
productions rose one or two hundred per cent. 
in value, in consequence of the extensive esta- 
blishment of manufactures, and, by their decay, 
have fallen below their original value. 

In support of our recommendations, on which 
we are convinced, the wealth and prosperity of 
the country depend, we submit to your censide- 
ration a comparative view of the American and 
British tariff, in a few articles. 

American tariff. Brit. tariff. 
per cent, ad valorem, 


Manufactures of Brass . ; 20 59 1-3 
Cotton ; ; ; . 25 85 1-2 
Copper. , . ° 25 59 1-3 
Glass ; ; 20&380 114 
Linen ie ae : : 15 1421-2 
Silk : ' P . 15 prohibited 
China and Earthen Wares 20 79 
Hats, Caps, and Bonnets 30 85 1-2 
Woollen Hats. . ‘ 30-150 
Stockings, Cotton and Woollen 20 85 1-2 
Watches, &c. . 740 59 1-3 
Goods, Wares, and Merchan- @ 15 59 1.3 

dise, not enumerated 5 
Oil of vitriol ‘ ‘ ‘ 74 100 


Ale, Beer, and ates 10 cts. 41 1-2 
per gallon 
Woollens and Worsted 2 cts. 25 cts. 755 
Goods per square yard 
Your memorialists will only add, that they 
rely with full confidence on your patriotism and 
wisdom, for the adoption of such measures, in 
this vital point, as may conduce to promote the 
best interests of our common country. 


[House of Representatives, Dec. 20, 1819.— 
Referred to the committee cn manufactures. } 


U.S. Revenue.—We have been favoured from 
Washington with a pamphlet containing all the 


financial statements reported to Congress by | 


the secretary of the treasury; and in addition 
to the valuable information given in our last, 
are enabled to lay before our readers some fur- 
ther equally interesting facts. It appears, that 
the total sales of public lands northwest of the 
Ohio, (in the states of Ohio, Indiana and Ilinois, 
and the territories of Michigan and Missouri, ) 
were, from the opening of the land offices to 
the 50th of Sept. 1818, 10,175,637 acres, for 
21,545,797 dollars; (omitting fractions;) and 
from Ist Oct. 1818, to 30th September, 1819, 
2,064,177 acres for 4,939,658 dollars; making 
in the- whole, 12,239,815 acres, for 26,485,458 
dollars; and that the total of balances due on 
the 30th September, 1819, was 10,192,559 dol- 
lars; that the sales in the states of Mississippi 
and Alabama were, from the opening of the of- 
fices to the Ist October, 1818, 2,514,111 acres, 
for 7,950,660 dollars, and from that date to Sep- 
tember 30, 1819, 1,278,045 acres, for 9,705,889 
dollars, making in the whole, 4,792,156 acres, 
17,656,549 dollars; and that the total balances 
due 30th September, 1819, was 12,486,680. It 
will thus be seen, that on the 20th last Sept. 
more than 22 millions and a half of dollars were 
due to the United States for portions of their 
national domain ; an appalling fact, which speaks 
in a voice of thunder against the present system 
of credit on the sales of public lands. The sub- 














UNITED STATES REVENUE. 


joined statement is copied entire, as being of pe- 
culiar interest to business men. 

A statement exhibiting the value and quan- 
tity respectively of merchandise on which du- 
ties actually accrued during the year 1813, (con- 
sisting of the difference between articles paying 
duty, imported, and those entitled to drawback, 
re-exported;) and also of the net revenué which 
accrued that year from duties on merchandise, 
tonnage, passports and clearances. 


Merchandise paying duties ad valorem. 
2,587,695 dolls. at 
73 perct. 179,076 97 
19,445,525 15 2,916,828 75 
9,524,551 20 1,904,906 20 
24,804.188 25 6,201,047 00 
2,633,637 30 790,091 10 
58,795,574 11,991,950 02 
134,070 exported 


99 > 
VI -O 











44,690 00 








-_——-- 


58,661,504 11,947,260 02 











11,947,560 0? 
Wines, 1,663,482 galls. 
at 57.9 cts average 650,181 73 
Spirits, 6,052,453 g. 
at 43.7 cts. av. 2,646,186 92 
Molasses, 12,515,023, 
at 5 cts. av. 
Teas, 4,842,963 Ibs. 
atS1.6cts.av. 1,531,749 55 
Coffee, 19.199,403 lbs. 
at 5 cts. av. 959,970 15 
Sugar, 51,284,983 lbs. 
at 3.6 cts. av. 1,568,892 44 
Salt, 2,752,396 bush. 
at 2U cts. av. 
All other articles, 


615,751, 15 


550,479 20 
1,591,701 28 





10,094,912 42 





Dollars, 22,042,172 44 
Deduct—duties refunded, after 

deducting therefrom duties on 

merchandise, the particulars 

of which could not be ascer- 

tained, and difference in cal- 


culation, 58,855 64 





Leaves, 21,983,316 &% 

24 percent. retained — 
on drawback, 

10 per cent. extra duty 
on merchandise im- 
ported in foreign 
vessels, 201,993 96 

Interest and storage, 24,643 85 


90,010 21 


516,648 02 








Net amount of duties on merchan- 
dise, 22,299,964 82 








Duties on tonnage, 216,669 24 
Light money, 44,209 57 

: 260,878 8t 
Passports and clearances, 14,030 O09 
Gross revenue, 22,374,873 65 
Deduct expenses of collection, 746,422 15 





21,828,451 48 
[ Dem. Press. 


Net revenue, 
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4 Statement of the comparative Extent and Value of the Manufactories of Pittsburgh 
and vicinity, in the Vears 1815 and 1819. 





No. of hands Value of the No, 1 hands - ane of the 
MANUFACTURES. = in ae aay — ~ gi in -_— — 
Steam Engine Factories, . . 290 $3uu,000 24 $4u,000 
Founderies and Lron Castings, . - 163 190,000 40) 80,000 
fron and Nail Factories, - . 65 241,200 30 40,500 
Blacksmiths and Whitesmiths, - - 90 90,000 39 40,000 
Glass Manufactories and Glass Cutting,* —- 169 * 235,000 40 35,100 
Hat Manufactories, ° . - 69 122,000 30 50,200 
Woollen Factories and Hosiery, . 63 48,500 16 16,150 
Saddlers, ~ ° a - & . 90,100 28 36,000 
Breweries, . - 28 91,050 18 35,000 
White and Red Lead Pacterice, - - @ 110,000 y 35,000 
Tobacconists, ~ - . 48 45,850 27 27,550 
Brass Founderies, . ° o ae 49,6358 18 11,700 
Ropemaking, - - - 18 30,000 15 15,000 
Saddietree Factories, - - - ge 29,900 12 14,000 
‘Tin Factories and Coppersmiths, ° 100 200,000 40 45,000 
Chair Factories and Cabinetmaking, - - 66 90,000 40 24,500 
Silverplating, - . . 30 32,450 8 8,500 
Cotton Factories, - - - 42 42,000 _ — 
Plane Making, ; - ° . 20 25,000 10 9,500 
Wire Weaving, - ° - 10 12,000 7 6,000 
Wire Making, - - - 8 21,000 _ — 
Button Making, - “i - 6 6,250 3 2,100 
Umbrella Making, . - - 2 1,600 _— — 
Piano Forte Making, - - - 4 2,000 1 700 
Tailors, - - - . 66 65,000 29 28,500 
Shoemakers, . - - 140 . 125,500 50 49,000 
Patent Balances, Scale and Steely ards, - 10 10,000 4: 3,500 
Yellow Queensware, - - - 9 10,000 — — 
Pipe Making, - - - 3 1,800 a — 
Linen Factory, - - 20 25,000 — — 
Wagon Making and Wheelw rights, - 40 40,000 20 18,500 
Paper Making, ~~ - - 30 40,000 30 30,000 
Auger Makers, Bellows Makers, Brush Makers, 
Cotton Spinners, Weavers, Curriers, Cutlers, 
Locksmiths, Spinning Machine Makers, Tan- > 175 195,000 90 130,000 
ners, Tallow Chandlers, Pattern Makers, Sil- 
versmiths, Gunsmiths, and Soapboilers, 
1960 $2,617,838 672 $852,006 
(Signed) Georce Sutton, 
Henry Doane, Committee 
Ros. PATTrEeRsoN, é 


Pittsburgh, December 24th, 1819. 


The above report being read and approved of, the following resolutions were unanimously 
adopted. 
While we compare the present languishing state of our manufactures with what they have 


lately been, we regret to find, on an examination of the facts here exhibited, that in the last four 


years, a decrease of more than two-thirds has actually taken place. 

Therefore, Resolve, That one hundred copies of the foregoing report, together with the 
proceedings of this meeting, be printed in handbills; and that one copy be sent to each of our 
representatives in Congresss, and our state legislature, with an earnest request, that they will 
zealously endeavour to have such measures adopted, as will best secure, encourage and protect 
our domestic manufactures. 

Resolved, That the editors of newspapers in this city be requested to publish this statement, 
that these facts being known to the community at large, may have some tendency to cause them 
to abandon the use of foreign goods of every kind, which, we must consider, as a principal cause 
of our present embarrassments. 

Resolved, That the gentlemen who furnished the report, are entitled to the thanks of the 
community, for the satisfactory manner in which they have discharged the duty assigned them. 

Joun Darracu, Chairman, 
Attest, Matuew B. Lownie, Secretary. 
December SOth, 1819. 


* On Flint Glass alone the reduction has been $75,000 

















62 INDIAN IMPROVEMENT—FIRE AT SAVANNAH, &c. 


Indian Inprovement.——A_ statistical account of 
the Brothertown, Stockbridge, South Settle- 
ment of the Oneida, and Onondaga tribes of In- 
cians, taken in the year 1813. 

The Brothertown tribe consists of 302 per- 
sons: these have about 2000 acres of land clear- 
ed and in cultivation. They are considerably 
advanced in agricultural knowledge, and have 
90 cows, 30 horses, 16 yoke of oxen, 93 young 
cattle, 88 sheep, and great numbers of swine; 
they have one grist-mill, two saw-mills, 16 
framed houses, and 18 framed barns, 21 ploughs, 
17 sheds, 3 carts, and 3 wagons; four of them 
are carpenters, two blacksmiths, four shoema- 
kers, two tailors, and five weavers; their manu- 
factures the last year were 325 vards of wool- 
Jen and 600 of linen cloth; and their produce 
was about 11,200 bushels of grain of various 
kinds, and 3,400 bushels of potatoes. 

The Stockbridge tribe consists of 475 per- 
sons; they have about 1200 acres of land clear- 
ed; they have one grist-miil, two saw-mills, 
three framed houses, seven framed barns, 25 
horses, 20 pair of oxen, 54 milch cows, 44 
young cattle, 56 sheep, and 50 swine; and their 
produce was 2500 bushels of grain. 

The south settlement of the Oneida tribe (be- 
ing that part of the tribe to which the attention 
of Friends has been especially directed,) con- 
sists of 440 persons; they have 500 acres of 
Jand improved; six framed barns, one mill, two 
wagons, ten ploughs, 25 horses, 24 oxen, 33 
cows, 118 young cattle, 40 sheep, and 100 
swine ; and their produce was 3000 bushels of 
grain. 

The Onondaga tribe consists of 250 persons; 
they have about 500 acres of land cleared and 
cultivated ; they have six pair of oxen, ten cows, 
some young cattle; their produce 1850 bushels 
of grain. This settlement has distinguished 
itself for its sobricty, there being but few of its 
members that have been known to be intoxica- 
ted for a considerable time past. 

Since the above account was made out, these 
people have improved considerably in agricul- 
ture, and in mechanical knowledge. A saw- 
mill has been erected in the Onondaga settle- 
ment, and a great improvement has been made 
by the women of the Stockbridge and Oneida 


. south settlement, in spinring and weaving. In 


1817, the Oneida women manufactured 230 
yards of cloth, 30 coverlids, and had 260 runs of 
yarn on hand. 

Their progress in manufactures has been much 
facilitated by spinning schools, which have been 
taught in Oneida and Stockbridge ; 2nd one has 
been more recently opened at Onondaga, which 
is likely to produce the same beneticial result. 

[.argus. 


Translation of a letter from the Count de Sur- 
villiers (Joseph Bonaparte,) on the subject of 
the loss of his house by fire. 

Point Breeze, January 8, 1820. 


Wittram Snownen, Esq. Judge and Justice of 
the Peace, Bordentown. 


Sir—You have shown so much interest for 
me since I have been in this country, and espe- 
cially since the event of the 4th instant, that I 
cannot doubt it will afford you pleasure to make 
known to your fellow-citizens, how much I feel 














in that direction, 


all they have done for me on that occasion. Ab- 
sent myself from my house, they collected by a 
spontaneous movement on the first appearance 
of the fire, which they combatted with united 
courage and perseverance; and, when they 
found it was impossible to extinguish it, exerted 
themselves to save all the flames had not de- 
vouired, before their arrival and mine. 

All the furniture, statues, pictures, money, 
plate, gold, jewels, linen, books, and in short, 
every thing that was not consumed, has been 
most scrupulously delivered into the hands of 
the people of my house. In the night of the 
fire, and during the next day, there were 
brought to me, by labouring men, drawers, in 
which I have found the proper quantity of 
pieces of money and medals, of gold and valua- 
ble jewels, which might have been taken with 
impunity. ‘This event has proved to me, how 
much the inhabitants of Bordentown appreciate 
the interest 1 have always felt for them; and 
shows that men, in general, are good, when 
they have not been perverted in their youth by 
a bad education; when they maintain their aig- 
nity as men, and feel that true greatness is in 
the soul, and depends upon ourselves. 

I cannot omit, on this occasion, to repeat 
what I have said so often, that the Americans 
are, without contradiction, the most happy peo- 
ple I have known—stil! more happy if they un- 


_ derstood well their happiness. 


] pray you not to doubt of my sincere regard. 
Yours, &c. JosepnH, Count de Survilliers. 


The Medical Convention having decided on 


| the several articles of the materia medica, and 
' on the preparations and compounds deemed 
_ officinal, appointed Dr. Jacob Bigelow, of Bos- 
ton, Dr. Eli Ives, of Newhaven, Dr. Lyman 


Spalding, of New York, Dr. Thomis T. Hew- 
son, of Philadelphia, and Dr. Elijah De Butts, 


of Baltimore, a committee to arrange and pre- 


pare the same for the press. 

The convention terminated its sittings on the 
Sth instant. 

DREADFUL FIRE IN SAVANNAH, 
Museum and Gazette Office, Savannah, 
Tuesday evening, Jan. 11. 

It is in a state of utter distraction that we at. 
tempt to describe the horrors of the late con- 
filagration. One half of Savannah is in ruins. 
We know not, and cannot undertake to enume- 


rate the sufferers, or the extent of oux loss. 
| The fire originated in the stables back of Mrs. 


Platt’s boarding-house, and soon reached Bap- 
tist square. The fire-proof houses of Mr. Mun- 
gin, and the open square, stopped its progress 
The fire reached the bay on 
the corner of Barnard street, sweeping the house 


| on the west corner, occupied by ¢olonel Broom, 
_and from thence extending down the bay, taking 


the brick building occupied by us, with our 


_ printing establishment, the large brick auction 
store of George Schley, United States Branch 
Bank, the new brick auction stores on the cor- 


ner of Bull street, Pouyat’s corner lottery office, 
Dickinson & Co’s store, Hunter’s brick store, 
and Jones’ wooden buildings on the corner of 
Habersham street, where its progress will pro- 
bably be arrested. 

It is supposed that 400 houses were burned ; 
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many of them were partly cleared of their con- 
tents; but the property was generally burned in 
the streets. It is presumed that the loss cannot 
be much if any less than two millions of dollars. 
Many hundreds of families are literally naked in 
the streets—not even clothing was saved. Every 
printing-office was burned dow n. For ourselves, 
with the blessing of God, and the assistance of 
our friends, we saved a considerable portion of 
our type, and our most valuable press. ‘The 
auction stores in the city, shared a similar fate. 

The city is still in flames, and when it will be 
got under no one knows. We have every rea- 
son to believe that its progress will extend no 
farther. It commenced this morning between 
land 2 o’clock. 

From another letter, same date. 

** Savannah has been visited this morning with 
a destructive fire. About four hundred houses 
are consumed, and five nillions of dol’ars may 
not cover the loss. A space of one-third of a 
mile in length, and one-seventh in breadth, 
closely built, and in the most active part, with 
few exceptions, is desolated. It commenced at 
the Baptist Church square, and, as the wind was 
N.W. swept to Abercorn eereet On the east side 
of Braughton street, every house is gone, from 
Jefferson street to Mr. Beneias ’s house , which 
was saved. Mr. Anderson’s and the E piscopal 
Church in St. Julian street, stopped the flames 
—both are safe. ‘The State Bank and Planter’s 
Bank, in Bryan street, are preserved. From 
Washington Hotel Range and Capt. Rice’s, on 
Bay street, to Abercorn, all is lost, except Mr. 
Dickinson’s store. “The Branch Bank and the 
new Custom House, with stores not occupied, are 
burnt. The vault of the bank built in the yard, 
resisted the heat, and kept secure the papers 
and specie. Many buildings supposed to be fire- 
proof could not withstand the intense heat.— 
‘(he largest store here, and perhaps in the U. 
States, with most of its contents of dry goods, 
is destroyed. ‘The warehouses and shipping 
ure safe. All the printing offices are burnt. 
Several explosions of powder took place. The 
distress is great. Not a barber’s or apothecary’s 
shop, hardware, dry good, stationary, crockery 
or clothing store left. The Phenix Company, 
of London, had insured about $165,000, besides 

a good deal by the New York fire companies. 
Many are ruined—particularly the retailers.” 


Deaths in this city from the 8th to the 15th 
instant—70. 

NEW PUBLICATIONS. 

Essays on Agriculture, which have appeared 
in the Paleigh Register, under the signature of 
Agricola—12me. pp. 125, bound. 

A new edition, corrected and improved, of 
Morse’s Geography. 

The Hon. William Johnston, one of the 
judges of the supreme court of the United 


States, has nearly ready for the press, a Life of 
General Greene. 


~ yiseetiann. 


Lhe Jews.—A friend has put into our 
hands a pamphlet which has just reached 
this country from London, entitled “ Me- 


























4 
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moir addressed to persons of the Jewish 
religion in Europe, on the subject of emi- 
eration to, and settlement in, one of the 
most eligible parts of the United States of 
North America.” This pamphiet gives a 
concise view of the present situation of 
Jews in Europe: the persecutions which 
they have endured for many ages; the in- 
conveniences which they are fated to suf- 
fer in all despotic countries; and strongly 
recommends them to leave the theatre of 
their complicated sorrows, and emigrate toe 
this iand of happiness and freedom. It 
appears to have been elicited by “the late 
extraordinary and simultaneous persecu- 
tion of the Jews in several parts of the Ku- 


_ropean continent, and also in Turkey,” and 


on this account it is certainly well timed. 
The plan suggeste d, i is the organization of 


/a company “of wealthy and respectable 


Jews, who are to subscribe a fund, to as 


large an amount as may be practicable, 
| and purchase a tract of land in the United 
States, adequate to the object in view. 


‘The upper Mississippi and Missouri coun- 
try is recommended for its soil, climate, 
and situation, as the most suitable place 
for purchase and settlement. The project 
has much of plausibility; and we cannot 
perceive why it may not be carried into 
execution, to the almost infinite advantage 
and comfort of that unfortunate race of 
our fellow beings. | Conn. Mir. 


Anglo-Gallic Operation, for determin- 
ing tive Figure of the Earth, &c.—Colonel 
Mudge and captain Coulby have just re- 
turned from Dunkirk, with the scientific 
instruments belonging to the Hon. Board 
of Ordnance, which they have employed, 
in conjunction with MM. Bio and Arago, 
two very able astronomers app pointed by 
the French government, in cetermining 
the latitude of that important place. The 
reception which these gentlemen and their 
associates found, was highly honourable to 
the French nation and to Dunkirk; nothing 


. || could exceed the attentions paid them by 
all the principal authorities in the town; 


and unlimited orders were given by the 
French government to ensure ‘them a simi- 
lar reception in Lisle, and any other towns 
they might visit. It is pleasing to observe 
the per fect concurrence of two creat na- 
tions in an operation for the benefit of sci- 
Several years ago the two govern- 


ments united in directing a trigonometri- 
cal operation, for determining the relative 
situations of the observatories at Green- 
| wich and Paris; since that time the Eng- 
taken measures for determining 


lish have 
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the longest meridional arc that the British 
isles will admit; and the French have de- 
termined the meridional arc between Dun- 
kirk and Formentera, the southernmost of 
the Balearic islands. The junction of these 
two arcs forms the most extensive arc which 
can probably be measured, in the present 


_ state of Europe, and therefore the best that 


can be found for deducing an universal 
standard of measure. As the French astro- 
nomers had determined their latitudes by 
means of the circle of repetition, and the 
English theirs with a zenith sector of eight 
feet radius, it became desirable to try the 
latitude of the connecting point of the two 
arcs with both instruments together, in 
order that no doubt might remain on either 
side. This has now been done, and we are 
informed that the result is satisfactory. 
[| Blackwood’s Edinb. Mag. 
/inalysis of Sea Water.—According to an ana- 
lysis of sea water, from the Coromandel coast, 
made by M. Plagne, professor of chemistry, &c. 
it would appear to contain the following propor- 
tions of substances :— 





Carbonic acid, - - .000033 
Muriate of magnesia, : 009280 
Muriate of soda, - - .023100 
Sulphate of lime, - - .001064. 
Sulphate ef magnesia, - 001524 
Sub. carb. of magnesia, - 000140 
Sub. carb. of lime, - - .000060 
Animal mucus, . - .000080 

035281 


M. Plagne searched diligently for nitrate of 
potash, but was not able by any means to detect 
its presence. [ Lond. Journ. of Science. 

Latitude of Trees in Sweden.—From 
the researches made in Sweden on the dif- 
ferent kinds of wood indigenous to the 
country, it has been ascertained that the 
birch reaches the farthest north, growing 
beyond the 70th degree; the pine reaches 
to the 69th; the fir tree to the 68th; the 
osier, Willow, aspen and quince, to the 
66th; the cherry and apple tree to the 
63d; the oak to the 60th; and the beech 
to the 57th; while the lime tree, ash, elm, 
poplar and walnut, are only to be found in 
Scania. [ Ibid. 

Singular Anecdote of the Spider, by 
Capt. Bagnold.—Desirous of ascertaining 
the natural food of the scorpion, I enclosed 
one (which measured three-fourths of an 
inch from the head to the insertion of the 
tail) in a wide mouthed phial, together with 
one of those large spiders so common in 
the West Indies, and closed it with a cork, 
perforated by a quill, for the admission of 
air: the insects seemed carefully to avoid 
each other, retiring to opposite ends of the 


bottle, which was placed horizontally. By | 

















giving it a gradual inclination, the scorpion 
was forced into contact with the spider, 
when a sharp encounter took place, the 
latter receiving repeated stings from his 
venomous adversary, apparently without 
the least injury, and with his web, soon 
lashed the scorpion’s tail to his back, sub- 
sequently securing his legs and claws with 
the same materials. In this state I left 
them some time, in order to observe what 
effect would be produced on the spider by 
the wounds he had received. On my re- 
turn, however, I was disappointed, the ants 
having entered and destroyed them both. 
| Ibid. 

Mrs. Morris, the lady of major Morris, 
who lately descended in the diving-bell, at 
Plymouth, whilst under water, wrote a long 
letter to her father, which concluded with. 
the following lines:— 

From a delle, my dear father, you’ve oft had a line, 

But not from a dell under water; 

Just now I can only assure you I am thine— 

Your diving affectionate daughter. 

Legible Writing.—The Grand Duke of 
Baden has issued an ordinance, enjoining 
all public functionaries in his dominions, 
who sign their names in an illegible man- 
ner, through affectation, to write them in 
future so that they can be read, under the 
pain of having any document illegibly 
signed, thrown back on their hands. 


While Mr. Samuel Chandler was boring 
for salt near Zanesville. Ohio, he found a 
metallic substance six feet three inches 
thick, which being analysed, was found te 
be silver, nearly as pure as the common 
coin. This singular account is attested in 
the National Intelligencer by a member of 
Congress. 


David Lewis.—While this noted robber 
was in jail in Bedford, a man of the name 
of M‘Curdy was imprisoned for robbing a 
poor widow. Lewis made use of this fellow 
in extricating himself from his irons, but 
refused to let him escape with his company, 
swearing, that any man.who could rob a 
woman, was not fit to associate with gen- 
tlemen! M‘Curdy was obliged to remain. 

[Pittsburgh Gaz. 

Square Mile-—It may be thought won- 
derful that the whole population of this 
country could stand on considerably less 
than a square mile. Allowing six men to 
a square yard, the mile would accommo- 
date eighteen millions five hundred and 
eighty-five thousand six hundred men! 
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